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AN  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF  BETTER 

aTlZENSWP 


THE  UNITED  STATES  IS  PROSPEROUS. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  6  per  cent  of  the  world's 
population ;  yet,  though  we  are  thus  outnumbered  16  to  1— 
"  We  own  nearly  half  the  railroad*  mileage  and  almost  three-fourths 
of  the  telephone  equipment  in  the  world ; 

We  OMisume  more  than  half  the  world's  output  of  coal,  ii^  sM, 
copper,  petroleum,  cotton,  timber,  and  printing  paper.; 

W*  ANA  mmi  out  q£  mry  ten  Mrtomobilss  in  the  world— 

BUT— 

Only  half  of  our  eligible  voters  actually  vote  even  at  the  presi- 
dential elections; 

Five  millions  of  our  people  over  10  years  of  age  ai«  illiterate.; 
Ten  ioilUQiis  of  our  dOldron  of  sdiool  age  are  not  attending 
school; 

We  spend  more  for  toJsacco,  cosmetics,  and  ehewkig  gum  than  we 
do  ^r  ediicati<;^;  m 

Half  of  our  young  men  were  found  physically  unfit  for  unlimited 

military  service; 

Our  wage  msnme  lose!  wages  amouhting  to  oTer  two  biUion  dollars 
a  year  because  of  preventable  sickness ; 

In  1900  the  number  of  homicides  per,  100,000  population  in  cttuB 
was  3.5.   Now  it  is  9.3. 

In  1870  there  was  1  divorce  for  every  18  marriages.  Last  year 
there  was  1  divorce  for  every  8  marriages. 

COOPERATION  FOR  CIVIC  IMPROVEMENT. 

More  than  2,000  voluntary  organizations  in  this  country  are 
working,  each  in  its  own  way,  to  develop  better  citizenship  and 
higher  standards  of  civic  life.  Much  good  is  being  accomplished 
by  their  work.  Might  not  their  efforts  yield  even  greater  results  if 
their  energies  were  united  in  a  common  drive  to  achieve  an  inspir- 
ing common  objective  which  all  realize  15  most  worth  while? 

WOULD  MAKE  THIS  NATION  TRULY  GREAT. 

Our  national  experience  during  the  war  illustrated  how  a  great 
QommAn  purpose  released  national  energy,  inspired  forgetf ulness  of 
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personal  interests,  and  caused  men  to  sacrifice  individual  ambition 
and  to  work  without  limit  for  the  achievement  of  a  common  objec- 
tive. We  are  the  same  people  that  we  were  during  the  war.  We  are, 
however,  no  longer  working  together  with  the  eagerness  for  national 
Service  tiiat  marked  our  war-time  activities.  The  reason  for  this  is 
not  ttski  We  have  changed  as  a  people,  nor  because  we  have  lost  our 
national  spirit,  but  rather  because  we  are  not  aware  of  a  clearly 
defined  single  objective  which  inspires  all  to  coordinated  action  and 
team  play  for  the  common  welfare. 

THE  IDEALS  OF  AMERICA. 

The  most  complete  and  dynamic  statement  of  the  ideals  and  o\h 
jectives  to  which  this  Natiop  is,dp.^cated  is  found  in  the  jjreamble 
to  the  Constitution :  • 

We,  tke  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 
fect union,  establish  jtt8tice,^^iiism  dM&sslie  traaciuillityi  provide 
for  the  common  defense,  promote^e  genend  welfsre,  andssciire 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain 
and  establish  this  Constittition  f  or  the  U|iit(»4  States,  «il4>;>e9«a* 

THE  FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  CITIZENSHIP  TRAINING. 

Bealizing  that  the  aolHeiv«iie&t  of  these  national  objeetives  re- 
quires their  interpretation  in  terms  of  practical  daily  experiences 
and  that  mutual  understanding  and  cooperation  among  the  adminis- 
trative departments  of  the  Wmiaseaik  QowKOmokt  are  essential  to 
effective  service  in  this  matter,  President  Harding,  ill '  F^ruary, 
lOSS,  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  all  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
issued  an  Executive  wder  establishing  the  Federal  Ooundl  of  Citi- 
zenship Training.  This  council  is  compose^'of  mm  in  the  Govefti- 
m^t  service  who  are  actively  engaged  in  administering  offices  that 
deal  with  particular  phases  od  eitiaenahip  tradniiig. 

CHARTED  THE  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT. 

As  a  basis  for  mutnal  understanding  the  Federal  Council  of  Citi- 
zenship Training  made  a  chart  which  shows  what  each  executive  de- 
partment is  doing  for  better  citizenship  and  what  lines  of  communi- 
cation each  has  with  the  States  and  the  people. 

DEVELOPED  A  COMMUNITY  SCORE  CARD. 

'  In  its  search  for  practical  criteria  that  reveal  Tfhen  the  national 
1  objectives  of  good  citizenship  are  realized,  the  council  discovered 
\  that  a  Community  Score  Card  had  been  found  very  effective  in  sev- 
,eral  States,  not  only  in  stimulating  local  initiative  and  developing 
competition  among  communities  for  excellence  in  the  essentials  of 
good  (atiaenship,  but  also  in  <8eating  a  truly  American  community 
spirit,  and  in  improving  ooncKtions  of  recreation,  heiUth,  hMoies, 
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schools,  c^VTch^  business^  and  farms.  The  counc^il,  iheri^fore,  de- 
veloped a  Community  Score  Card  designed  to  swrve  as  a  reliable 
means  of  stimulating  communities  to  evaluate  liieir  own  successes 
and  failures  and  thus  to  discover  for  themselves  what  they  could  do 
to  realize  m<»c  fully  the  national  ideals  and  thus  become  better  places 
in  which  to  live. 

STATE  COMMITTEES  HAVE  BEEN  FORMED. 

President  Coolidge  invited  the  governors  of  the  several  States  to 
take  the  initiative  in  4}rganiaing  intercommunity  competitions,  using 
a  community  score  card  to  define  the  rules  of  the  game.  Aa  »  yisnlt 
of  this  appeal,  cooperating  committees  have  been  formed  in  22 
States,  and  competitions  are  now  under  way  in  several  States. 

INTEREST  IN  COMMUNITY  LIFE  IS  KEEN. 

There  is  everjrwhere  a  profound  devotion  to  American  ideals  and 
asleep  latent  interest  in  the  relative  standing  among  States  and  com- 
munities with  regard  to  American  citizenship.  This  latent  inter- 
est may  be  made  active  through  propea*  leadership  and  throu^ 
the  wise  use  of  funds  with  which  to  stage  intercommunity  contests 
on  sndi  a  scale  as  to  command  general  interest.  Herein  lies  a  unique 
opportunity  for  great  public  service  in  ttas  most  fundamental  mat- 
ter of  developing  a  citizenry  able  and  eager  to  carry  on  successfully 
this  greatest  of  experiments  in  self -government. 

BUT  LEADERSHIP  IS  NEEDED. 

The  Federal  Council  and  the  State  committees  are  without 
funds  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  but  they  believe 
that  there  are  in  every  State  many  citizens  who  are  looking  for 
an  opportunity  to  oontributo  of  their  means  for  the  promotion 
of  public  welfare.  They  further  believe  that  ihe  score-card  method 
of  building  better  citizenship  in  each  particular  State,  and  there- 
fore in  the  Nation,  is  an  enterprise  from  which  greater  results  can  be 
secured  for  less  expenditure  of  time  and  money  than 'in  any  other 
way.  By  suitable  prizes  and  effective  publicity,  the  energy  of  the 
people  can  be  released  in  the  direcUon  of  working  spontaneously 
together  to  express  the  ideals  of  America  in  better  citizoiship  as 
defined  in  the  Community  Score  Card. 

PRACTICAL  PROCEDURE. 

The  Federal  Council  of  Citizenship  Training  has  issued,  besides 
the  Community  Score  Card,  a  pamphlet  describing  its  own  experi- 
ence and  suggesting  how  a  State  or  a  community  may  proceed  prac-| 
tically  to  initiate  this  enterprise.  For  further  information  apply  to 
the  chairman  of  the  council,  the  Commissioner  of  f^ucatiou,  United 
States  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C.  ' 
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Members  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Citizenship  Training 


Department  of  the  Interior: 

J.  J.  Tigert,  Chairman. 

George  F.  Zook. 
Dqpftrtnmit  of  Agricaltnre : 

A.  G.  Tme,  Floe  OJui^rmtm, 

I.  W.  HilL 
War  Department : 

R,  B.  Beebe. 

C.  R.  Mann,  Secretary. 
Department  of  State: 

A.  B.  Lane.  .  ^ 
C.  H.  Foster. 

Treasury  Department: 

B.  J.  Lloyd. 
W.  F.  Draper. 

Department  of  Justice: 
George  £.  Strong. 


Post  Office  DepartmenJt; 

Louis  Brehm. 
Navy  Department: 

Arthur  P.  Fairehild. 
W.  R  BuOittf^ 
Department  of  Commerce : . 
T.  B.  Taylor. 
'  H.  H.  Kelley. 
Department  of  Labor : 
Raymond  F.  Crist. 
O.  T.  Moore. 
Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Educi| 
tion : 
J;  G.  Wright 
Frank  Gushman. 
United  States  Veterans'  Bnre<ia: 
\  V.  Qoillln: 
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